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LIKE A CHILD 

Continued on next page... 

 
When putting the boys to bed we generally have a 
consistent routine. We put on jammers (pajamas), brush our 
teeth, read stories and the Bible (or something about the 
Bible), and say what we are thankful for followed by a 
prayer. Looking back, off the top of my head, the boys are 
most thankful for the following: Wicket (the dog), our 
family, friends, toys, books, Jesus and God. 
 
When the boys want to they also say the prayer. Being 3, 
they tend to be short, fairly random and often humorous. 
Danielle and I still chuckle whenever he says “Thank you 
God for God.” We find humor in it, but it goes beyond that. 
While we as adults often see kid’s prayers as “cute,” and 
“sweet,” we tend not to see them as being very deep. 
Perhaps, however, that is not such a bad thing after all. 
 
As people grow up they have a tendency to become more 
self-conscience about what they are doing. When children 
do something they do it earnestly, honestly. There may be 
some fear and nervousness, but there is rarely any guile or 
fakery involved. Most often it is simply them trying to do 
the best they can with what they have and what they know. 

Mark Your 
Calendar December 2015 

Encourager 

12.5 

Helping Hands Pantry 

FYC @ Eacret’s 

12.6 

NPYG Devo @ Sharp’s 

12.7 

ROMEO Club 

12.8 

Stamp N Chat 

12.12 

God’s Hand Gift Shop 

12.13 

LIFE Groups 

12.15 

Stamp N Chat 

12.20 

Christmas Caroling 

NPYG Christmas Party/Lock-in 

 

 



Jesus says in Mark 10:14-15, 
Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is 
the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it. 

 
I sometimes wonder if we are guilty of over-complicating the faith. Of we 
have taken something so simple and direct and adding tradition after tradition 
until it seems like a foreign world to outsiders. To those who have been in the 
church a long time or grown up in it, this may seem natural, but consider how 
it appears to someone who has never stepped foot into worship. I am not 
saying this to say we should get rid of all tradition. Tradition in itself is not 
bad. It ties us to those who came before us and brings past and present 
together. But if we are not careful it is easy to replace simplicity with 
complexity and clearness with opacity. 
 
The message of the Gospel is so simple as to defy all reason. There are no 
magic formulas, no complicated rituals behind closed doors and no secret 
meetings that determine the direction based on the desires of a small, elite 
group. There is only this: that Jesus Christ the Son of God came to earth and 
sacrificed Himself on behalf of humans so they could be forgiven of the sins 
they committed against God. Jesus now calls all people to Himself by being 
baptized into His name and following His footsteps in life. In doing so He 
further calls His people to fellowship together in worship and commune with 
Him by taking simple fruit of the vine and unleavened bread as a 
remembrance of what He has done. 
 
That simplicity, easy enough for a child to understand, is the sum of our faith. 
If we can accept that with the genuine honesty of a child we will find 
ourselves standing much more easily. When we realize we truly are children 
before God we can come to Him much more simply. There is a time and place 
for depth and complication, but to tie up the acceptability of our relationship 
to God with it is self-defeating. God desires us to accept Him, know Him and 
come to Him. Let us be thankful that God has made it so easy to understand 
that all can do so. 

Article continued... 



ATTENTION BROTHERS:  If you are listed to serve (i.e. prayer, preside, 

communion, scripture, usher, etc.), please meet in the Youth Office (across 

from the men’s restroom) at 10:20 am each week. 

Those to Serve –December 6, 2014 
Children’s Church:  Mignon & Elizabeth Soter 

Communion Trays:  Sara Maupin, Cathy & Grace 

Sharp, Julie Cavallaro 

Audio/Video: Jordan Siracusa 

Security:  Russell & Taylor Dean 

Nursery: Jeanne Wadsworth  

Greeters:  N. Delores Warkins  S. Rogers 

Mailbox:  Gloria Gregory, Jeanne & Joan Wadsworth 

Computer:  Sara Maupin 

Worship Director:  Ken Maupin 

Prayer:  Tim Firm, Jerry Gibson 

Scripture: Simon Peter Broughton 

Ushers:  Jeff Hagerman, Rich Hinrichs 

Preside:  James Castree 

1A  Vance Barrie               2A Sid Long 

1B  Ed Long            2B  Russ Lyman 

3A  Cameron Maupin        4A Jim MCGowan 

3B  Ken Maupin            4B Doyle McKinney 

 

Shut-Ins: Donovans 

Those to Serve –December 13, 2014 
Children’s Church:  Brook Kalen, Gloria Gregory 

Communion Trays:  Sara Maupin, Cathy & Grace 

Sharp, Julie Cavallaro 

Audio/Video: Scott Weir 

Security:  Maupins 

Nursery: Julia Garcia, Pam Reese 

Greeters:  N. Gregorys  S. Craigs 

Mailbox: Gloria Gregory, Jeanne & Joan Wadsworth 

Computer:  Brenda Mohler 

Worship Director:  Ed Long 

Prayer:  Stan Gregory, Jeff Hagerman 

Scripture: John Castree 

Ushers:  Vance Barrie, Ron King 

Preside: Jose Cervantes   

1A  Wayne Morris     2A Mark Murray 

1B Ben Murray     2B Joe Nicosia 

3A  Joey Nicosia         4A.Devon Phillips 

3B Greg Peck     4B Keith Pierce 

 

Shut-Ins: Dean 

Those to Serve –December 20, 2014 
Children’s Church: Sandi Riffle & Julia Garcia 

Communion Trays: Sara Maupin, Cathy & Grace 

Sharp, Julie Cavallaro   

Audio/Video: Corey Williams 

Security: Tim Firm 

Nursery: Pat Seifert 

Greeters:  N. Jeanne Wadsworth S. Gibsons  

Mailbox: Gloria Gregory, Jeanne & Joan Wadsworth  

Computer:  Pam Reese 

Worship Director:  Jordan Siracusa 

Prayer:  Bob Letsinger, Ed Long 

Scripture: Jim Kennon 

Ushers:  Jaye Lavern, Marcus Price 

Preside:  Chuck Donovan 

1A  Frank Rogers        2A Dave Sharp 

1B  Jeremy Schulz        2B Simon Peter Broughton 

3A   Brock Soter            4A Scott Weir 

3B  Doug Soter        4B Ron Willis 

 

Shut-Ins: Maupins 

Those to Serve –December 27, 2014 
Children’s Church: Julie Murray & Katie Schulz 

Communion Trays:  Sara Maupin, Cathy & Grace 

Sharp, Julie Cavallaro 

Audio/Video: Braydon Letsinger 

Security:  Maupins 

Nursery: Deanna King 

Greeters:  N. Joan Wadsworth S. J/V Nicosia 

Mailbox:  Gloria Gregory, Jeanne & Joan Wadsworth 

Computer:  Cathy Firm 

Worship Director:  Tim Firm 

Prayer:  Ben Murray, Joe Nicosia 

Scripture: Josh Eacret 

Ushers:  Doyle McKinney, Greg Peck 

Preside:  Stan Gregory 

1A  James Castree               2A Jose Cervantes 

1B  John Castree               2B Russell Dean 

3A  Chuck Donovan             4A Chris Holland 

3B  Brent Garcia                 4B Chris Isom 

 

Shut-Ins: Sharps 



Pantry Sub List 
Chuck Donovan 815-519-1843 Jaye Lavern 815-608-4465 

Sandy Donovan 815-558-6717 Jeremy Schulz 630-418-0371 

Judi Rogers 815-229-9889 Ken Maupin 815-262-1487 

Mary Riley 815-637-4580 Sara Maupin 815-262-0303 

Claire Larsen 815-218-2063 Mark Murray 815-520-1094 

Katie Schulz 630-418-0372 Tim Firm 815-914-1782 

Pat Seifert 815-871-7236 
Brenda Mohler 
(3rd Saturday) 

815-505-7205 

Cameron Maupin 815-978-3362 
Kristen Duckmann 

 

270-556-5482 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Light Up the Parks 
The Light Up the Parks  
Parade will happen tonight 
(November 29th) starting at 
4:45.  We will be serving hot 
cocoa and candy to those who 
are watching the parade.  
Please talk to Stan if you will 
beavailable to help out  
tonight!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God’s Hand Gift Shop 
God’s Hand Gift Shop will take 
place on December 12th.  There is a 
sign up sheet in the hallway—please 
sign up as soon as possible in the  
area you wish to work.  We will give 
those who go to North Park the first 
chance to sign up but we will be  
filling slots with people from the  
community soon to make sure we 
are fully staffed—so sign up soon to 
make sure you get your first choice!! 



 

Prayer List 
· Scott Weir’s mother                 · Anneka Broughton                        
· Larry Borrison                           · Jenny Williams – healthy pregnancy                          
· Mildred Morris                            
· Nate Lucas                                 
· Mark Reynolds – Mark is a friend of Dar Hinrichs who is nearing the end of his 

life due to a neuro muscular disease.  Dar asks us to pray for him and his family  
· Amanda Eacret’s Aunt Pat – stage 4 cancer 
· Patrick McCabe –lung cancer has returned 
· Bob Pratt – confirmed that he is in the early stages of Parkinson’s Disease 
· Larry Blodget – friend of Aloha Humphries; being treated for brain cancer 
· Jennie Linderman  - Jennie’s cancer has returned                       
· Jack Ward—Jan Lavern’sin law.  Jack is still suffering from a lung disease  
 · Bartel Family – Baby Harrison is now at home, baby Sam is still in the NICU 
· Chuck Lundgren – friend of the Currys being treated for lung cancer 
· Tileena Nicosia—has been diagnosed with diverticulitis   
· Linda Wise—friend of Elizabeth Soter’s whose mom has been diagnosed with 
cancer 
· Gina Vallenti 
 · Bonnie Roberts  
 · Virgil Turner – recovering from knee replacement surgery  
· Ron Enfield – recovering from hip surgery after a fall  
· Jo Golden – recovering from knee surgery—in room 187S at OSF· 

GOLDEN AGERS 

 Christmas Caroling 
We will be Christmas caroling on December 20th, start-
ing at 1:30 pm.  Please set this time aside to help us 
spread some Christmas cheer to our members we don’t 
get to see often enough!! 

NPYG Christmas party and lock in 

The annual NPYG parent/teen Christmas party will 
be December 20th starting at 6 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall.  The parents are invited to attend the party but 
don’t have to stay for the lock-in.  Claire will be  
organizing the party so if you have any questions, 
talk to Claire!! 





News & Events 
-- The Light up the Parks Parade is tonight at 4:45 
 
 --  The sign up sheets have been posted for God’s Hand Gift Shop.  Please sign up as 
soon as possible in the area you wish to help.   If you would like to help Ashley with the 
shopping, let her know. 
 
-- The families with young children group will be meeting at the Eacret’s on December 
5th for a cookie exchange and to watch the light parade in Rockton.  There is a sign up 
sheet in the hallway with all of the details.   
 
-- There will be an area wide singing at the Broadway Church of Christ today starting at 2 
pm.  
 
-- NPYG: Devo at the Sharp’s on December 6th at 5 pm.  Caroling on the 20th @ 1:30 
pm. Christmas Party/Lock-in on December 20th starting at 6 pm. 
 
-- Fundraising night for Winterfest at Pizza Ranch on January 4th from 5—8 pm. 
 
 
-- We really need more people to volunteer to supervise Children’s Church and to work in 
the nursery during worship.  Please talk to Ashley if you are willing to serve in either of 
these capacities. 
 
- If you have any baskets or cans leftover from Pasta Ball that you don’t wish to keep, you 
can bring them back to the building and put them on the white table in the coat room.  Al-
so, if you have any baskets, in general, that you don’t have a use for any more – we’ll take 
‘em!! 
  
 -- Please excuse our mess while we’re cleaning out the media center!!!  We should be 
done cleaning out everything in the next few weeks so our “take it if you want it” table 
will  
disappear soon :)  
 
-- If you ordered a book for the Winter quarter ladies class, the books will be in on 
Wednesday, you can get your book from Ashley the next time you’re at church. 
  
-- Winter Quarter begins on December 13th There will be a class for  the ladies in the 
Fellowship Hall taught by Claire, Ashley, and Holly and another adult class on the Para-
bles of Jesus in the Auditorium taught by Ron King 



The North Park Church of Christ is  

 committed to sharing Jesus with 

our community and the world; while  

encouraging the spiritual development 

 of our youth, strengthening the bond  

of our families, and serving the needs  

of our senior adults to build a church 

known by its love and message that 

flows from the very heart of God.   

 

Where Friends Learn to Live and Love 

Like Jesus 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Tim Firm      Chris Youssi      Jerry Gibson   

Stan Gregory   

Steve Larsen    Ken Maupin     Joe Nicosia    

Jason Willis 

 

TRUSTEES 

Steve Larsen, Ed Long,  

Joe Nicosia, Scott Weir, Ron King 

 

MINISTER 

Jared Kemp 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT US: 

Phone—815-633-4253 

Email—npcc@sbcglobal.net 

www.northparkchurchofchristil.com 

Helping Hands Pantry— 815-633-1504 

www.helpinghandspantry.com 

November 29th, 2015 
Standing On the Promises 
Welcome 
Take My Life and Let It Be 
Prayer 
Love Lifted Me 
Lord’s Supper 
Giving 
Kneel At The Cross 
Light the Fire 
(dismiss for Children’s Church) 
Scripture Reading—Romans 6:4-11 
Sermon 
There’s A Fountain Free 
Family Time 
Prayer 
 
 


